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From the Vicarage: 
Well, weôve said goodbye to Christmas and Epiphany is almost 
behind us.  Already the focus of the Church Calendar is turning to 
Lent as a time of preparation for Holy Week and Easter.  February 
17th is Ash Wednesday ï the start of Lent. 

Lent is traditionally a time of fasting, penitence, and self-examination 
with the aim of trying to put right those things which are wrong in our 
lives.  To avoid the temptation of eating all the wrong things in Lent, 
the idea was to get rid of them from the house by the previous 
evening ï hence the feasting and festivities of óPancake Dayô 
(otherwise known as Shrove Tuesday or Mardi Gras).  Then, when it 
comes to Ash Wednesday, we are able to be more reflective.  The 
intention is not to be miserable ï nor to make other people miserable 
ï but to recognise our own frailty and mortality, and with it our need 
of Godôs help and his gift of eternal life.  At our special service on the 
evening of Ash Wednesday, it is quite common for people to come 
forward to kneel at the altar rail and to have the sign on the cross 
made on their forehead using ash ï a traditional sign of repentance 
and sorrow.  At the óimposition of ashô the following phrase is used. 
ñRemember that you are but dust, and to dust you shall return.  Turn 
away from sin and be faithful to Christ.ò  Sometimes, we try to forget 
our mortality ï yet to do so can also have the effect of us failing to 
make the best of life.  Lent encourages us to value every moment we 
have as a gift from God.  It also helps us to appreciate the simple 



 

pleasures of life rather than always be striving for that which is just 
beyond our grasp.  It is a time for meeting with others for prayer and 
Bible study ï something which can be a lot more exciting and fulfilling 
than it sounds.  Lent also, by focussing on our mortality, helps us to 
glimpse eternity more clearly and to understand just what Jesus has 
done for us in defeating the power of death and opening the way to 
eternal life in heaven. 

So please donôt think of Lent as being about ógiving up chocolateô.  It 
is a positive season of forty days, aiming to cleanse mind and soul 
(and body if it needs it!) and to open ourselves up to receive all the 
good things that God has for us.  See the services page for details of 
Ash Wednesday services in Kenilworth (Churches Together in 
Kenilworth and District), and in Stoneleigh.  Or contact me for details 
of other Lent opportunities. 

Jim Perryman  

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS ON THE WEB 
The new website (www.a-lw-s.org.uk) to serve the three parishes of 
Ashow, Leek Wootton and Stoneleigh is now up and running (though 
still being expanded over the coming months to provide more 
information).  Please pay us a visit from time to time, particularly to 
check on service times and venues.  You can also go direct to the 
Leek Wootton section of the site by using 
www.leekwoottonchurch.co.uk (likewise ashowchurch or 
stoneleighchurch).  We want to hear from you too.   

What would you like to see on the website?  Would you be interested 
in ólooking afterô a page?  Would you like to suggest links to other 
sites?  For a small fee, you could get a link to your own business ï or 
for a larger fee, have an advert displayed or even your own ópageô 
(though the Vicar reserves the right to turn down any requests 
considered to be incompatible with the ethos of the church).  Please 
make any contact using the e-mail address webmaster@a-lw-
s.org.uk 

 

 

 



 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR FEBUARY 2010. 

Sunday January 31st  
8.00am   Holy Communion (CW) 
10.15am   AT STONELEIGH: United 3-parish Holy Communion 

Thursday February 4th   
10.30am   First Thursday Holy Communion  

Sunday February 7th   
8.00am            Holy Communion (CW) 
9.30 am           All Age Worship 

Thursday February 11th  
9.15am   Morning Prayer  

Sunday February 14th 
8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am   Holy Communion with Childrenôs Activities.  

ASH WEDNESDAY February 17th 
7.00pm  AT STONELEIGH: 
    Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes 
7.30pm  AT KENILWORTH METHODIST CHURCH 
   Ecumenical Ash Wednesday service  

(Churches Together) 

Thursday February 18th  
9.15am   Morning Prayer  

Sunday February 21st  
8.00am   Holy Communion (CW) 
9.30am   All Age Worship 

Thursday February 25th 
9.15am   Morning Prayer  

Sunday February 28th  
8.00am   Matins (BCP) 
9.30am   Holy Communion with Upper Classes 

 

CLEANING ROTA 

25 January ï 14 February  K Lunn  
15 February ï 7 March   J Jackson & family  

 



 

CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? ï PART 2! 

Well, things didnôt quite go according to plan last time, so if you 
wondered what had happened to the promised óprayer cardô, you will 
hopefully find it enclosed this month ï and also the online prayer 
request form is now available on the website!   

The ñPrayer Boxò did appear by the Church notice board, and we 
have begun a new weekly prayer meeting.  So now all is up and 
running to ensure that the prayer for the community, which has been 
an important part of the ministry of All Saints over the years, can 
continue and grow.  All we need now is to hear from you so that we 
can focus our prayers more effectively. 

We will continue to think more generally each week about different 
parts of the parish and from this month, we will publish our prayer 
órotaô in the Link so you can know when you are being specifically 
remembered. 

So, if there is something you would like us to pray for, please fill in 
the card and return it to the Vicarage or to the ñPrayer Boxò.  If you 
would still value the more personal touch of one of the team coming 
to visit, we would be delighted to arrange that too. 

 

OTHER VILLAGE WEBSITES: 
www.leekwoottonandguyscliffe.org.uk 
www.leekwootton.org.uk 

 

 

CHURCH COFFEES 
7th February B Ellwood & S Ellis 
14th February B Ray & J Singleton 
21st February A&C Peedle 
28th February R Keay & L Knott 

 

 
 
MU meeting Thursday 11th February 2pm at 8 The Meadows. All 
Welcome  
  

http://www.leekwoottonandguyscliffe.org.uk/
http://www.leekwootton.org.uk/


 

Prayer for Lent 
  
As the days lengthen, 
and the earth spends longer 
in the light of day, 
may we spend longer 
in the light of your presence, O Lord. 
  
May the seeds of your Word 
which have been long buried 
within us, grow 
like everything around us, 
into love for you and love for others, 
a visible declaration of your 
Lordship in our lives. 
  
Grant, Lord, that there may be 
a springtinme in our lives this Lent. 
 
 

 

LEEK WOOTTON STAY AND PLAY 
All pre-school children and carers are invited to Leek Wootton Stay & 
Play. Every Thursday, term time, 10-11.30am in the Village Hall. Just 
drop in!  For further information contact Helen 856825 
 

 

THANK YOU 
A big ñThank Youò to Tom for many a time this winter spreading 
salt/grit on the corner of the roads of Tidmarsh and Hamlet. Without 
his thoughtful action I am sure many a car would have lost control at 
this junction . 
 
On behalf of  all drivers using that part of the road during these 
hazardous wintry conditions   I would like to say ñThanks Tomò. 
 
Angela Pennington 
 
 



 

LEEK WOOTTON & GUYôS CLIFFE 

PARISH COUNCIL 
At the Parish Council meeting held on 
Tuesday 12th January 2010, Councillors 
discussed a wide variety of subjects, but the 
main item on the agenda was finance, as the 
precept for 2010/11 has to be submitted to 

Warwick District Council in early January. Last year, the precept 
stayed the same, but after budgets were scrutinised, it was resolved 
that an increase from £7050 to £7262 for 2010/11 was required. This 
will help to fulfil anticipated increases in grant contributions, salary, 
and publication costs. The precept income is approximately £18 per 
household, surely good value !!                 
 
HIGHWAYS ï The VAS sign is now in operation and hopefully acts 
as a warning to speeding drivers. We are advised that the new road 
sign near the entrance to Church Lane does conform to design 
guidelines.  
 
Please do not park cars on pavements, particularly on corners as it 
makes visibility very difficult. 
 
VILLAGE MAINTENANCE - It has been regrettable that during the icy 
conditions there was not enough grit in the bins to last over this 
lengthy period, and disappointing that WCC Highways had to ration 
supplies in an effort to keep main roads gritted. The Parish Council 
will try to ensure these bins are kept fully serviced in future.  Any 
concerns please contact the Clerk. 
 
FOOTPATHS - Paths along the main road into Kenilworth and 
Warwick are in a poor state, and will be reported to County Highways 
for action. 
 
Please note that the footpaths around the Warwickshire Golf Course 
are not bridleways and should not be used by cyclists. 
 
GAVESTON CROSS - Attempts to obtain footpath access to this 
monument have proved fruitless and the Parish Council has agreed 
not to pursue the matter further. 



 

 
PLAYGROUND ï A new gate, and other repairs, as recommended 
by ROSPA, has been completed. 
 
PARISH PLAN - A Steering Group committee has now been formed, 
with Mr Brian Melling appointed as Chairman and Mr Rob Jones as 
Secretary, they meet again shortly, and progress reports will be 
published regularly. 
 
Concerns regarding the poor state of postal deliveries in this area will 
be made to Royal Mail with a request for improvements. 
 
Date of next meeting: 9th February 2010, 7.30 pm.  Public are very 
welcome. 

 
 

Parish Clerk. 
Eileen Clayton, October 2009 
www.leekwootton.org.uk 

 

 

WI NEWS 
We start on our 2010 programme on Tuesday, January19th with a 
talk from Steven Bruce on buying and selling at auction.  Members 
and guest are welcome to bring along any curios and antiques for 
information and an estimated value.  Our programme covers a wide 
range of topics including acupuncture, the Elizabethan garden at 
Kenilworth Castle and óPigs in the Playgroundô.  Our meetings take 
place on the third Tuesday of the month and guests are welcome. 
 
We continue our local outings with visits to see West Side Story and 
The Marriage of Figaro at Warwick Arts Centre and Bronte at the 
Priory Theatre, Kenilworth.  We are still pursuing our ambition to try 
out every restaurant in the area and are visiting Harringtonôs at the 
end of January. 
 
The local Federation of Womenôs Institutes organises a varied 
programme of outings and this yearôs include visits to the Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea and the Imperial War Museum and Lowry Gallery 

http://www.leekwootton.org.uk/


 

in Salford.  A popular one will be the óPotato and Apple Day with a 
Differenceô, the difference being that the first is a vodka distillery and 
the second a cider makers. 
 
We continue our support for Zo±ôs Place, the hospice for very young 
children, through table top sales and other activities.  If any of this 
appeals to you please join us ï you will be very welcome.  
 

                                               
LEEK WOOTTON HORTICULTRAL SOCIETY 
Saturday 12 December 2009 witnessed yet another super social 
Christmasy  thank you evening for our helpers and supporters, 
organised  by Margaret and Tom Powell with the help and 
contributions from committee members.  Thanks to all for all the help 
received before, during and at the end of the evening. 
 
The photographic categories for this yearôs show will be óWINGSô and 
óWEATHERô  looking forward to viewing the entries. 
AGM   WEDNESDAY 10  MARCH  
With guest speaker John Carrier his topic will be óTips from the old 
gardenersô 
OUTING  SUNDAY 20  JUNE  
 Arley Hall & Gardens, Cheshire to reserve your seats contact  
Rene Perkins ' 01926 853977  
ANNUAL SHOW  -  SATURDAY 21  AUGUST 
 
 

WALKING THE SOMME 
Four of us from the village are joining  a 5 day trip to the Somme, 
Monday 5th-Friday 9th April as part of a WW1 Battlefield Tour led by 
Alan Reed ï local specialist on the subject. We propose to walk the 
front line of the Battle of the Somme, 18 miles over 3 days.  
The cost of the trip is £410/£440 each plus meals and museum 
entrances etc. (£110 supplement for single room) We will travel by 
coach from Warwick which will stay with us for the tour and our hotel 
will be Les Trois Luppars in the main square in Arras. 
There are a few places still available (singles&couples) If you would 
like more details contact: Tom Powell, 14 The Hamlet, L/W. 01926 
855292 



 

LEEK WOOTTON SPORTS CLUB  
SOCIAL  
 The Social Committee have worked exceptionally hard over the 
Christmas and New Year period bringing you four events including 2 
Christmas parties,Christmas Carols and a New Year Celebration. the 
Committee would like to thank everyone involved in creating such a 
success, but especially to all our members who supported these 
events,  THANKYOU. 
  
The next social event is Mothers Day lunch on Sunday 14th March.  
  
200 CLUB 
The 200 Club raises money for the Sports Club .  
£18-00 annual subscription to take part in a monthly prize draw . 
Over the year prizes are £18-00 x 24, £25-00 x12, £100-00 x 1, £150-
00 x 1.You will be notified of your win by post, a notice is also put up 
in the bar of monthly winners.  We intend to have a 200 Club 
Members event this year, as soon as a date has been agreed on you 
will be invited!!  If you would like to help us by joining the 200 
Club Contact:- Tanner Shields tel: 07970021457 or ask for Tanner 
in the club.  (ps. You do not have to be a Club member to join) 
  
 FOOTBALL 
 As a result of the arctic weather the football club have had a bit of a 
break. At the year end the senior team were nicely placed  mid table  
of the Leamington Sunday league Div 3.  
The junior team have recovered well from a poor start and have 
now moved to 8th position in Div 1 of the Mid Warwickshire league. 
They have also progressed to the semi-final of the League Cup our 
hopes are high for a good second half of the season. 
 You can follow the progress of the football team with weekly updates 
on the new web site at: www.leekwoottonfc.co.uk 
  
 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE NOW DUE please return your 
membership forms to the bar c/o Nigel Forster. 
  
CLUB OPENING HOURS 
MONDAY   CLOSED, TUE, WED AND THURS  6-30pm - 11-00pm 
FRIDAY 6-00pm - 12-00pm, SATURDAY  12noon  - 12-00pm 
SUNDAY  12noon  - 11-00pm 

http://www.leekwoottonfc.co.uk/


 

 

 
 

 

ALL SAINTSô PRIMARY  SCHOOL 
A public consultation document is now available to view on the school 
website:   www.allsaints-leekwootton.warwickshire.sch.uk       Copies 
are also available from the school office and have been distributed to 
various community venues. 
This is a proposal put forward by the governing body to change to 
published admission number of the school from 17 to 20 with effect 
from September 2011. 

 

YOUNG NINJAôS KARATE 
 

Shotokan Karate is a traditional Japanese 
form of Martial Art taught using a range of 
kicking, blocking and punching techniques. 
For children it is a fantastic form of training, 
not only for teaching them how to defend 
themselves, but also for teaching discipline, 
respect for others and building self 
confidence. Training techniques are used to 
develop strong muscles and powerful 
techniques in each student, whilst at the same 
time the focus is on developing good 
breathing techniques and coordination. At the 
same time the emphasis is on creating a fun 
and relaxed atmosphere where each child can 

develop their techniques and confidence whilst interacting with other 
children in the class. All students have the opportunity to progress 

http://www.allsaints-leekwootton.warwickshire.sch.uk/


 

through their training and this is done through reaching different 
grades until the student achieves Black Belt status. Once reaching 
Black Belt (known as óDanô grades) students have the opportunity to 
progress through the Black Belt Grades.  
The Leek Wootton Karate Club is part of the Shotokan Karate 
International Federation (SKIF) a worldwide karate organisation 
based in Japan with members in over 100 countries around the 
world, including the UK. Students can benefit from high level 
instruction, with twice yearly visits from high ranking Japanese 
instructors conducting training and grading sessions within the UK.  
Training in the club is provided by Sensei Patrick Ryan, a 4th Dan 
Black Belt who has over 25yrs experience of teaching and training in 
Karate with over 20yrs experience in teaching both children and 
adults in the UK, Ireland and abroad   

All new students receive a FREE TRIAL CLASS 
For further information contact  

Patrick Ryan on: 
07840959282 or email: patrick.ryan71@yahoo.co.uk 
or come along to the classes on training nights 

 
 

VILLAGE CAROL SINGING RAISES CASH FOR CANCER 

CHARITY 
 The sum of £350 was raised for Cancer Research by villagers of 
Leek Wootton and surrounds at two festive gatherings over the 
Christmas period.  Events were held at the Leek Wootton Sports 
Club on Friday 18th December and at the annual Christmas Eve 
sing-along at the Anchor Inn.  The Traditional singing was again led 
by musicians Graham Stevens(keyboard) and Derek Cooknell(bass 
guitar) with management, committee and staff at both venues helping 
to collect the money. 
Derek said " This amount is a record high for these events and it was 
noticeable that a lot more younger people were getting involved this 
year, which bodes well for the future" 

  
Local fundraiser for Cancer Research, Sheila Rennolds said "We are 
very grateful to Derek, Graham, the singers and all participants for 
this fantastic donation, it is greatly appreciated by Leek Wootton 
Cancer Research UK committee. This is a small village which never 
fails to give generously. Cancer touches most families in some way 

mailto:patrick.ryan71@yahoo.co.uk


 

and all the money raised is used to assist research projects at local 
laboratories who are discovering new potential cures on a regular 
basis. Long may your fund raising efforts continue." 

  
Pictured with the cheque at the Anchor Inn are L to R;- Lorraine 
Davis(treasurer Leek Wootton Cancer Research UK). Derek 
Cooknell(musician), Graham Stevens(musician), Sheila 
Rennolds(chairman Leek Wootton Cancer Research UK). 

 
 

 

ARTICLES FOR THE LINK   
If there is anything you would like to include, or if you have any 
comments on the magazine, please just speak to the editor.   
E-mailing is the best way to send your articles if possible. 
No articles may be reproduced without the contributorôs permission. 
Editor Contact Details:  
Sally Ellis, Hedgerows, 7 Hill Wootton Rd, Leek Wootton CV35 
7QL.  Tel: 01926 859157 
E-mail:  thelink@sisalamy.demon.co.uk 

The deadline for the next issue (March) is Friday 12th February ï 
a little early but we have to go to print before the school Easter 

holidays! 

mailto:thelink@sisalamy.demon.co.uk


 

 

FREE ANTIQUES VALUATIONS AND  
SPECIALIST JEWELLERY AND SILVER VALUATION 

 
Meet Charles Hanson and Kate Bliss 

BBC Bargain Hunt Experts 
 

Leek Wootton Village Hall 
Thursday 11th February, 12.00 ï 4.30 p.m. 

 
Items may be left to be entered into a suitable sale 

For larger items, an appointment can be made  
to see you in your home or office 

 
Charles Hanson is available for Charity events  

i.e. valuation days, talks, auctions etc. 
 

 Please contact Mrs Carol Jones,  
Hansons Warwickshire Representative on 01926 770066  

or email service@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk 
www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk 

 

Hansons Auctioneers are pleased to inform you that  

Mrs Kate Bliss MRICs, qualified Gemmologist has joined 

Hansons to advise clients on the value and  sale of  

Jewellery and Silver  through auction.  

 
 

NSPCC  - TEA WHILE YOU WAIT  
During Charles Hanson's Free Valuation Day on Thursday 11th 
February at the Village Hall, the Kenilworth Committee of the 
NSPCC will be selling tea and cakes between 1.15pm and 4.30pm.  
Raising money for the 'Child's Voice Appeal ' to fund  'Childline'. 
 

mailto:service@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk


 

 
Rhoslan, Nr, Criccieth 

Caer Efail - spacious holiday cottage located between the 
picturesque Snowdonia National Park and the tranquil Llyn 
Peninsula, accommodation for a maximum of 6 people. 
 
Cyclist/walker friendly. 
 
For further information:- http://www.criccieth-holidays.com/ 
 
Email: caer-efail@criccieth-holidays.com or Tel: Mrs E.Roberts 
01766 522351. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 Lawns mown    Garden Maintenance 

 Edges trimmed   Free quotations 

 Hedges cut    No obligation 

 Trees lopped    References available 

 Fences erected   Prompt service 

 Logs sawn & chopped Leaves and debris cleared 

Call Ian on 07984 272880 

 
 

 
 

 Lawn mowing & hedge cutting 

 Tree Felling, lopping & pruning 

 Leaf collecting & garden clearance 

 Fencing, drain work & general groundwork 

 Mini digger & stump removal  

 Seasoned logs & kindling 
Tel: (01926) 857945 

 

http://www.criccieth-holidays.com/
mailto:caer-efail@criccieth-holidays.com


 

BROWN HEN PLUMBING AND PRO PERTY 
MAINTENANCE  

 
Plumbing, tiling, kitchen/bathroom fitting,  
property improvements and repairs. 
Honest and reliable service 
Free estimates.  No VAT.  
 
Member of the Guild of Master Plumbers 
Call Clive on:  
01926 859503 
or 07763185168 
 

 
 

CARPETS CLEANED BY 
ABLE CARPET CLEANING 

 Fully insured and trained reliable Leek Wootton man,  
 Flexible service, available weekends and evenings  
 Stains treated at no extra charge, when carpets cleaned 

For a free no obligation quote call Phill today on 
01926 850180 or 07919 032303 

 
 
 

ROB STILL 
 

 Heating - Oil fired appliances and 
their systems.  

 Plumbing ï repairs, installations 
and emergencies.  

 
Gas Safe Registered 
Tel: 01926 850066     
Mobile 07834 039774 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 Central Heating Installations & 
Repairs 

 Hot Water Cylinders & Radiators 

 Bathroom, Shower. Toilet & Kitchen 
Installations 

 Leaks Repairs & Emergencies 

 Property Maintenance Contracts 
 
Gas safe registered 

 
 

Contact Nigel For 

 Free Estimates  Competitive Rates 

 E-mail:  homeanddry@sky.com 

 Tel - 01926 511968 Mob - 07786 517250 

 
 
 
 
 


