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Cover Image: By Liz Barry 

MEuþÂèu!« 
Welcome to the 
February issue of The 
Link.   

We must begin by 
apologising to anyone 
who received a less 
than complete copy of 
the December/January 
magazine - some such 
copies were discovered 
but only after everything 
had gone out.  We now 
circulate some 650 copies of The Link, 
and can only apologise for the hiccup. 

That circulation does mean however that 
we now need to draw your attention to 

the envelope enclosed with this issue, 
which seeks donations towards 
production of your community  
magazine in 2025.  A modest amount 
of advertising does provide income and 
all of the work on the magazine and its 

distribution is done 
voluntarily, but we need 
donations from 
everyone in the parish 
to be able to continue to 
circulate the advance 
information and news of 
activities and events.  

Please do help.      

oǳȴǳȿ ỡ «ǳɸȴǳʭ MȴǬɰȜǬȎǳ 
þȖǳ MǬȜʆɊɰȜǈȴ þǳǈȽ 

þoM «u·¨  
Leek Wootton Link is published ten times a year, monthly (doubles: July/August, 
December/January) free of charge, although all readers are invited to make an 
annual donation towards the magazine.  

ðʎǤȽȜʆʆȜȿȎ !ɰʆȜǥȴǳɸ Ɋɰ «ǳʆʆǳɰɸ ȍɊɰ åʎǤȴȜǥǈʆȜɊȿ ḻ  
Articles and photographs should be submitted by email to: 
link@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk, or they can be hand delivered to 30 Hill Wootton 
Road (Please note: the Editorial Team reserves the right to shorten or edit any 
material that is submitted for publication).  

The deadline for editorial submissions for the March issue is: 
FRIDAY, 21 FEBRUARY 

!ǬʦǳɰʆȜɸǳȽǳȿʆɸ ḻ   
The magazine accepts advertising on a monthly or annual basis. For more 
information about advertising rates, please contact 
link.ads@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk  

Advert submissions are due: 
1 WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE MAIN SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

ÂʆȖǳɰ ʧǈʭɸ ʆɊ ɰǳǈǬ þȖǳ «ȜȿȰ  ḻ  
If you would like to be added to either the email or postal distribution lists, please 
contact link@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

The Link is now published on issuu and some back issues are available to view at: 

https://issuu.com/leekwoottonlink 
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 fèÂµ þoM å!èuðo  
þȖȜɸ ȽɊȿʆȖ !ɸɸɊǥȜǈʆǳ µȜȿȜɸʆǳɰḼ ʆȖǳ èǳʦ !ȿǬɰǳʧ oǈȜȿǳɸ ʧɰȜʆǳɸṁṁṁ 

One word was at the heart of the pre-election prospectus of our present 

government, and it continues to be at the heart of its proclaimed mission.  That 

word is óchangeô.  It seems to apply not only in this country.  Several other 

western democracies have changed the colour of their government in recent 

months.  Pending elections may soon bring change in others as well.  Change 

is everywhere.  Even in our national Church there are calls for a culture change 

to enable us to rise above the scandals that have recently beset it.  Some 

times change is forced and hard won.  On other occasions it comes as a 

natural result of time and growth. 

The latter kind of change comes to Leek Wootton as Jim and Nicola prepare to 

leave the Vicarage after some sixteen years of service in this parish.  It will 

probably take time for us to appreciate all that they have done during those 

years on behalf of the Church and the wider community.  Their service has 

been faithful and committed, both in action and in prayer.  This is a time of 

change for them as well as for us.  It may be for them a moment to pause and 

re-charge the batteries, both physically and spiritually.  However, I am sure that 

it will not be long before new avenues open up for them to exercise their 

energy and skill in new arenas. 

Times of change can lead to uncertainty, and uncertainty can give way to fear.  

One hymn-writer took a very bleak view of the world around him as he looked 

at it with a natural eye: ñchange and decay in all around I seeò.   It can 

sometimes seem that everything goes from bad to worse. 

So, what does the future hold?  Yes, there are uncertainties, but there are also 

firm anchor-points to hold on to, and chief of those anchor-points are the 

character and nature of God Himself.  He is ñthe same yesterday, today and for 

everò, and His continuing desire is that we should live in relationship with Him.  

Through His Son, Jesus, He has provided the means of access to Him and 

hope in Him.  Jesusô promise, now and then, is that, through Him, we may 

experience life in all its fullness. 

Here, then, is our confidence for the future.  We may not know when, or on 

what basis, a new minister will be appointed to our midst.  During the coming 

weeks and months we will have opportunity to be involved in discussions on 

the possibilities, and I hope that as many as possible will wish to be involved in 

this process of identifying our needs and discerning our aspirations for the 

future.  So, as Jim and Nicola move on, and we ourselves continue here, we 

can all do so with a sense of thanksgiving for all that has been, and a sense of 

anticipation of what, by the grace of God, is yet to be.  

!ȿǬɰǳʧ oǈȜȿǳɸ 
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ʧʧʧṁȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǥȖʎɰǥȖṁǥɊṁʎȰ 

!«« ð!u·þðṭ >oąè>o 
ǳ ḻ ǈǬȽȜȿỠȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǥȖʎɰǥȖṁǥɊṁʎȰ 

CHURCH SERVICES / EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY  

ðʎȿǬǈʭḼ ᶢ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭ  
NO MORNING SERVICES due to Road Closures for Warwick Half Marathon 
4:00pm CHRISTINGLE for Candlemas (marking 40 days after Christmas) 

ðʎȿǬǈʭḼ ᶩ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭ  
10:00am Holy Communion 
 Coffee & biscuits 
10:45am Open Meeting to discuss the Parish Future 

ðʎȿǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶦ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭ  
10:00am All Age Worship 
11:15am PCC Meeting 

ĞǳǬȿǳɸǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶩ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭ  
10:30am Midweek Holy Communion 

ðʎȿǬǈʭḼ ᶢᶣ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭ  
10:00am All Age Holy Communion 

ĞoÂṭð ĞoÂṂ 
µ!u· >oąè>o >Â·þ!>þ  
For Church matters and/or inquiries e : admin@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

èM!EMèð  
Audrey Rowberry t : 851498 
 e : reader1@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

Christine Haines e : reader2@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk  

èM!EMè ǈȿǬ >oąè>oĞ!èEM·  
Nigel Stallard  t : 850548 
 e : churchwarden1@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

>oąè>oĞ!èEM·  
Jonathan Kingston t : 851181 
 e : churchwarden2@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

å>> ðM>èMþ!èĤ   
Chris de Wolf  e : secretary@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

å>> þèM!ðąèMè  
Lesley Eldridge e : treasurer@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

å!èuðo ð!fMgą!èEu·g Âffu>Mè  
Lesley Allen  t : 07963 815773  
 e : pso@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 
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All Saintsô Church 

Leek Wootton 
                                   

So, What Happens Next? 
The Churchwardens and members of the PCC will be 

meeting with the Archdeacon and Rural Dean on Thursday, 
6 February to discuss the parish future.  We will report 

back to you on: 

Sunday, 9 February
 

10:00am Short Communion Service  
followed by coffee and biscuits 

10:45am Open Parish Meeting to 
discuss the future of All Saintsô 
The Churchwardens will explain some of the possible 

options for the future of the parish 
and find out your views and wishes 

ALL WELCOME 

Please join us at 10:00am or at 10:45am 
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!ȴȴ ðǈȜȿʆɸṭ >ȖʎɰǥȖ MȴǳǥʆɊɰǈȴ èɊȴȴ 
Every six years there is a complete revision of the Church's Electoral Roll; 
everyone currently on the Roll comes off and needs to apply again.  Rules and 
details are displayed on the Church Notice Board in the porch and on the 
Church website.  Forms are available in Church and on the Church website 
where they can be completed electronically or printed off and scanned; either 
way they can then be emailed to Electoral Roll Officer, Jonathan Cox at 
ero@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk or, in the old-fashioned way, be posted through 
the door of 13 Tidmarsh Road, Leek Wootton.  The closing date is Friday, 14 
February 2025. 

>ȖǈɰȜʆǈǤȴǳ gȜʦȜȿȎ ᶢᶠᶢᶤ 
At the close of each financial year, the PCC makes donations to a number of 
charities and the following messages have been received in response to those 
gifts: 

ñFriends of the Holy Land would like to thank all parishioners for the 
donation of Ã200.00 for Christians in the Holy Land. Your donation will 
help us to support the most vulnerable at this very challenging time. 
Please continue to pray for the Holy Land and a peaceful resolution.ò 

Agap® UK, which transfers the donation to France in support of the work 
of the Violleau family, wrote: ñThank you for your support!ò 

A Rocha UK said: ñThank you very much for your 
donation of Ã100.00 towards our work. Your gift will 
restore declining habitats and reconnect people with 
nature as we care for Godôs creation together.ò 

and 

A Rocha International wrote: ñThank you so much 
for the latest instalment of your Ã100 annual 
donation, made on behalf of Leek Wootton Church 
é  As always, we greatly appreciate the church's 

kind support and faithfulness to A Rocha's work. 

ñWishing you and members of Leek Wootton Church a joyful, peaceful, and 
blessed New Year filled with God's grace.ò 

Other organisations supported were: 
St Chadôs 

Coventry 
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ʧʧʧṁǥɊʦȽʎṁɊɰȎ 

«MM¨ ĞÂÂþþÂ· µą 
>Ɋȿʆǈǥʆ ḻ ¦ǈȿǳʆ ¦ǈǥȰɸɊȿ ǳ ḻ ȽʎỠȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǥȖʎɰǥȖṁǥɊṁʎȰ 

Father, grant us guidance on the yearôs journey, 

wisdom in our choices and your grace in living. 

May we be people who share joy and compassion 

in our communities and in our world. 

!Ƚǳȿ 
fɰɊȽ ʆȖǳ µą ᶢᶠᶢᶥ åɰǈʭǳɰ EȜǈɰʭ  

 

Thank you for the toys given for children visiting 
Onley Prison for the Christmas Family 
Mornings, where MU members volunteer. 

Also, for knitting scarves for children 
for the Clothing Coventry charity that 
links with the Gateway Homeless 
Project.  Paul Morris, husband of our 
Diocesan President, volunteers with 
the charity. 

ċ Christmas cards displayed during the MU 
Advent Service at Holy Trinity Church, 
Coventry.  Cards are given to prisoners by the 
Ryehill Prison Chaplaincy at their annual 
carol service. 

MU members volunteer at Ryehill as an 
óassigned personô to chat regularly with a 

prisoner during organised meeting times. 

Also displayed are some of the toys destined for Onley Prison. 

þȖǳ gǈʆǳʧǈʭ oɊȽǳȴǳɸɸ åɰɊȭǳǥʆ    
þȖʎɰɸǬǈʭḼ ᶢᶠ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭḼ ᶢḻᶠᶠɭȽḼ ðʆ ¦ɊȖȿṭɸ >ȖʎɰǥȖ oǈȴȴ 
A talk by Paul Morris 

ᶢᶠᶢᶥ ðʎǤɸǥɰȜɭʆȜɊȿɸ  
Mothersô Unionôs theme for this year is Join Us and Join In!  MU is a global, 
women-led volunteer movement.  United in our diversity and living out our faith, 
we support individuals and families to transform their lives.  Embedded in the 
Church and community, we have unprecedented reach that gives a voice to the 
stigmatised and vulnerable around the world. 

If you would like to support by paying 2025 subscriptions, do find out more by 
contacting Karen at Karen.Morris@Coventry.Anglican.org or Janet.  Thank 
you. 
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ʧʧʧṁǥɊʦǳȿʆɰʭǥǈʆȖǳǬɰǈȴṁɊɰȎṁʎȰ 

>ÂĝM·þèĤ >!þoMEè!« µ!þþMèð 
µǈɰʭ èɊǤȜȿɸ ʆ ḻ ᶥᶡᶢᶦᶤᶣ 

!ååÂu·þu·g ! ·MĞ =uðoÂå  
In November the Coventry Cathedral College of Canons 
elected The Right Reverend Sophie Jelley as the new 
Bishop of Coventry.  She will become the tenth Bishop of 
Coventry since the modern Diocese of Coventry was 
established in 1918 and will make history as the first 
woman to be Bishop of Coventry.  In his January 
newsletter the Chairman of the Friends wrote: 

ñThe Bishop's Election 

The origins of the election procedure for the bishop are to be found in the 
legislation introduced by King Henry VIII, and the word ñelectionò is not all 
that it seems. 

Even before the reign of King Henry the consent of the monarch was 
required for the Dean and Chapter of a Cathedral to elect a new bishop 
when a vacancy arose.  The monarch gives written leave to elect in a 
document called a ñCong® d'®lireò.   In 1534 an Act of King Henry VIII 
gave power to the king to send with the Cong® d'®lire the name of the 
man he desired to see elected.   

That is still the situation today.  The crown grants to the Dean and 
Chapter its licence under the great seal to elect a new bishop, 
accompanied by a letter missive containing the name of the person whom 
the dean and chapter are to elect.   The election should be held within 12 
days of notice published in the ñLondon Gazetteò.   In the current 
constitution of Coventry Cathedral the right of election is given to the 
College of Canons.ò 

The Rt Rev Sophie Jelley, is expected to take up her post in May/June 2025, 
and in the interim Bishop Tim Thornton (formerly Diocesan Bishop of Truro) 
has agreed to be the temporary Acting Bishop. 

Bishop Ruth Worsley has returned to her duties as Bishop of Taunton. 

>è!fþ ỡ f«M!  
ðǈʆʎɰǬǈʭḼ ᶨ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭḼ ᶡᶠḻᶠᶠǈȽ-ᶤḻᶠᶠɭȽ 

Not a craft market or a flea market, but a great mixture of local 
talent and finds, with independent makers, designers, producers 
and collectors, each handpicked for their quality, on-trend products.  
No two events are the same, but most will feature: local produce - 
sustainable products - vintage collectables & home - artisan - 
makers & designers - food & drink. 

Entry Ã3, under 12s free.  Pre-booked timed tickets with arrival time ONLY ï 
stay as long as you want. 
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Richard Coates (Chairman) 
t : 856223 
e : CllrCoates@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Playground (LEAD) 
Recreation Ground 
Finance & Risk Cttee 
Planning Cttee  

Paul Eldridge (Vice-Chairman) 
t : 854347 
e : CllrEldridge@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Planning (LEAD) 
Guyôs Cliffe 

Emergency Planning 
Finance & Risk Cttee  
Planning Cttee  

David Elsy 
m: 07528 526621  
e : CllrElsy@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Environment (LEAD) 
Hill Wootton 
Highways 

Finance & Risk Cttee  
Planning Cttee  

Jonathan Kingston 
t : 851181 
e : CllrKingston@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Community Development 
Environment  

All Saintsô Church 

Jim Kirkwood 
t : 852444 
e : CllrKirkwood@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Highways (LEAD) 
Village Hall 

Community Forum 
Finance & Risk Cttee 
Planning Cttee  

Joy Morgan 
m : 07971 446354  
e : CllrMorgan@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Community Development 
Emergency Planning 
All Saintsô Academy  

VACANCY  

VACANCY  

Helen Eldridge (Clerk to the Parish Council) 
1 Anchor Cottages, Warwick Road m : 07464 017573 
e : clerk@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk  

«ǳǳȰ ĞɊɊʆʆɊȿ ỡ gʎʭṭɸ >ȴȜȍȍǳ åǈɰȜɸȖ >ɊʎȿǥȜȴ 

ĞoÂṭð ĞoÂṂ 
ʧʧʧṁȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǈȿǬȎʎʭɸǥȴȜȍȍǳɭǈɰȜɸȖṁȎɊʦṁʎȰ 

EɊ þɊʎǥȖḾ uȿʆǳɰǈǥʆȜʦǳ MʬȖȜǤȜʆȜɊȿ Ṝ çʎȜǳʆ oɊʎɰ  
µɊȿǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶧ ǈȿǬ ĞǳǬȿǳɸǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶩ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭḼ ᶩḻᶠᶠǈȽ-ᶡᶠḻᶠᶠǈȽ 
An interactive exhibition very much for children and families needing less 
bustle and noise.  Pre-book at events@coventrycathedral.org.uk 

þȖǳ þɰȜǤʎʆǳ ʆɊ gǳɊɰȎǳ µȜǥȖǈǳȴḼ Ǥʭ ĞÂĞ Mʦǳȿʆɸ  
ðǈʆʎɰǬǈʭḼ ᶢᶢ fǳǤɰʎǈɰʭḼ ᶧḻᶣᶠɭȽ-ᶩḻᶣᶠɭȽ 
A spectacular show revisiting the unforgettable classics of one of the worldôs 
most iconic musicians.  A respectful recreation of the greatest hits.  Book 
tickets on the Cathedral website. 

!ȿ MʦǳȿȜȿȎ Ɋȍ èǈǬȜɊȖǳǈǬ ǈʆ >Ɋʦǳȿʆɰʭ >ǈʆȖǳǬɰǈȴ  
Friday, 28 February, 7:30pm-9:30pm 

A ñésonically spectacular celebration of Radioheadôs vast universe of music 
over 30 years.ò  Full live band with vocalists.  Book tickets on the Cathedral 
website. 
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ʧʧʧṁȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǈȿǬȎʎʭɸǥȴȜȍȍǳɭǈɰȜɸȖṁȎɊʦṁʎȰ 

«MM¨ ĞÂÂþþÂ· ỡ  
gąĤṭð >«uffM å!èuðo >Âą·>u« 
>ȴǳɰȰ ʆɊ ʆȖǳ åǈɰȜɸȖ >ɊʎȿǥȜȴ ḻ oǳȴǳȿ MȴǬɰȜǬȎǳ  ʆ ḻ ᶠᶧᶦᶤᶦ ᶠᶡᶧᶥᶧᶣ  
 ǳ ḻ ǥȴǳɰȰỠȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǈȿǬȎʎʭɸǥȴȜȍȍǳɭǈɰȜɸȖṁȎɊʦṁʎȰ 

The Parish Council [PC] met on Wednesday, 8 January 2025, at Leek Wootton 
Village Hall. Discussion included the following: 

EMĝM«ÂåµM·þ !þ ĞÂÂE>ÂþM ṓåÂ«u>M oçṔ  
Whilst the Council is still waiting to hear about the planning application 
(W/24/1006) and when it may be expected to be heard by the District Councilôs 
Planning Committee, Councillors have met with the Chief Executive of the 
District Council and the Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner to discuss 
the future of óThe Lunchô.  The current CALA plans simply make part of the land 
the responsibility of a residentsô association on behalf of the owners of the new 
homes.  It is the PCôs sincere hope that the woodland may be made available 
for some form of public use, but also that it is better maintained. 

It is believed the Police are working on a masterplan which will be submitted for 
planning approval in due course. 

å!èuðo >Âą·>u« !ð >ÂèåÂè!þM þèąðþMM  
The PC has recently been investigating the legal and practical implications of 
becoming a corporate managing Trustee, following an approach by the 
Trustees of the Leek Wootton War Memorial Recreation Ground.   

This matter is currently in the hands of the Trustees (read more on page 31) 

!··ą!« å!èuðo !ððMµ=«ĤḼ ᶢᶦ µ!è>o ᶢᶠᶢᶥ  
The Annual Parish Assembly will take place at All Saintsô Church on 26 March 
2025, starting at 7:00pm.  This is NOT a PC meeting, but a meeting of the 
electorate, at which the PC and various organisations make progress reports to 
the community. 

The PC hopes to also give an update on the current progress of the new 
housing site in Woodcote Lane as well as other subjects (see page 37 for 
further information), so there wonôt be any external speakers this year. 

þè!ffu> ðąèĝMĤð  
In the past the PC has not had data shared from earlier surveys and, when it 
asked, was told the existing traffic information in and around Leek Wootton is 
historical data and does not give an accurate outlook on the traffic situation as 
it is today. 

The PC has commissioned a number of traffic surveys in new locations around 
the parish to contribute to the work that will be undertaken when the 
Community Speed Watch group re-starts in the Spring.  This will help the PC 
build an evidence-based picture of traffic movements through the parish. 

County Cllr Redford has kindly offered to pay for the surveys from the 
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Membersô Delegated Budget. 

With regard to traffic incidents wherever 
they occur, please report these to the 
Police, using 999 if an emergency 
response is required or 101 if a non-
emergency.  Dashcam footage may be 
submitted to Operation Snap online 
(www.warwickshire.police.uk/police-
forces/warwickshire-police/areas/warwickshire-police/campaigns/
campaigns/2019/operation-snap)  

=ąEgMþ ᶢᶠᶢᶥṇᶢᶦ  
The budget for the year 2025/26 was discussed and approved.  There is a rise 
in the precept being requested, due to the External Auditor raising concerns 
about the level of reserves held.  The PC has not been in the practice of 
holding large reserves and over the last few years unplanned expenditure has 
depleted them.  The PC will work over the next number of years to improve its 
financial position, considering the likely increased responsibilities that it will be 
required to take on in the not too distant future. 

The budget is available to view in the DRAFT January meeting minutes at the 
PC website. 

ðÂąþo Ğ!èĞu>¨ðouèM «Â>!« å«!·  
The South Warwickshire Local Plan Preferred Options Consultation is now live 
and will run for a period of 8 weeks, until 11:59pm on Friday, 7 March.  
Residents, businesses and other stakeholders are invited to have their say on 
the Preferred Options version of the South Warwickshire Local Plan (2050) for 
the combined areas of Warwick and Stratford-on-Avon District Councils for the 
next 25 years. 

The consultation document and accompanying materials are all available 
to view on the South Warwickshire Local Plan Website at 

www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp  

The simplest way to respond is via the online consultation portal.  You can 
respond to each part of the consultation document using the following four 
questions: 

¶ Do you agree with the approach laid out in the draft policy/policy direction? 

¶ Do you have any further comments on this section? 

¶ Do you have any comments on this Strategic Growth Location/New 
Settlement? 

¶ Do you have any comments on a specific site proposal or the Housing Land 
Availability Assessment (HELAA) results? 

Please have a look and add your thoughts. 

EMĝÂ«ąþuÂ·  
Another local government issue at this time is the óDevolutionô white paper. 

On 16 December 2024, the Government published the English Devolution 
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White Paper.  This  identifies the Governmentôs intended approach to the 
devolution of powers from Westminster to more local ñStrategic Authorities.ò 

The County and District Councils have made statements and you can read the 
latest news at: 

Warwickshire County Council: https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/
mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20921&PlanId=321&RPID=0  

Warwick District Council: www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/1267/
joint_statement_on_the_devolution_white_paper  

At present everyone is waiting to see which existing authority areas will be 
selected by the Government for Local Government Review, only then will the 
implications for the existing councils and the óknock-on effectô for Town and 
Parish Councils be clear. 

>Âµµą·uþĤ µ!u·þM·!·>M  
There have recently been a number of seasonal issues experienced with fallen 
leaves, snow, ice and consequent floodingé again. 

The PC was grateful to see the fallen leaf residue on Warwick Road has been 
cleared by County Highways, especially after Cllr Morgan drew C/Cllr 
Redfordôs attention to the risks it causes to cyclists. 

The PC has received a request for a grit bin on Woodloes Lane, which is the 
vehicular access to Middle Woodloes and also a public footpath and part of 
Centenary Way.  In the November snow there were a number of incidents of 
people slipping over near the bridge over the A46.  Whilst the PC is happy to 
purchase and place a grit bin in the area, there is a hold up due to County 
Highways criteria for having grit bins added to the filling schedule.  The PC is 
currently working with C/Cllr Redford to resolve this matter. 

After the snow in both November and January, closely followed by Storm 
Darragh, there were a number of floods at the usual locations and some new 
ones, including at Blackdown Mill.  C/Cllr Redford did confirm that no homes 
were flooded within the Cubbington & Leek Wootton area.  These increasingly 
regular weather events contribute to the need for a Community Resilience 
Strategy and at the PC meeting it was agreed that Cllr Morgan will take a lead 
on this initiative (read more on page 47 OR If you are interested in being 
involved with Community Resilience, please contact Cllr Morgan at 
CllrMorgan@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk).  

·Mģþ µMMþu·g  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7:30pm on Wednesday, 5 
February 2025, at Leek Wootton Village Hall. 

Minutes of all Parish Council meetings, when signed, are published on the 
website at www.leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk.  Any local issues can 
always be raised at meetings under Public Question Time or by contacting any 
of the Parish Councillors or the Clerk, details of whom are listed on all 
noticeboards, the Parish Council website, in the Parish Directory and the 
Bulletin. 
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¦ɊȖȿ ĞȜȴȍɰǳǬ oǈɰȴɊʧ 
ᶡᶩᶤᶩ-ᶢᶠᶢᶤ 

John was the only son of Mary and 
Jack, born in Anstey, Leicestershire.  
He enjoyed school and after A-Levels 
studied at Coventry College of Art & 
Design, going on to become a Graphic 
Designer.  He met his wife, Jenny, 
whilst at college and, after a summer 
internship at Cogent Elliott, a local Ad 
Agency, went on to work with them full 
time. 

John and Jennyôs home for many 
years has been Gypsy Cottage, on the 
corner of Woodcote Lane and opposite 
to The Anchor Inn, where John 
became a regular customer in the front 
bar, which was named as the óHarlow 
Loungeô to record his long-term 
residency, and where he met regularly 
with his circle of friends. 

He was not a practical man, a DIYer or 
gardener, and Jenny insisted that he 
stick to cutting the grass.  He was a 
much-loved family man with two 
children, Ben and Ella, and was 
always being ódaftô with his three 
grandchildren, Barney, Rosie and 
Rufus. 

John was argumentative and stubborn 
with strong views on many subjects 
both national and local.  He had his ó15 
minutes of fameô when the national 
press and then the BBC Today 
programme were alerted to the story of 
the binmen refusing to empty his 
recycling box because ñit contained 
livestockò ï a live maggot had crawled 
into a rinsed out dog food can! 

John was a Freemason, a very 
generous man, giving to many 
charities, helping those less fortunate 
than himself, and he produced the 
programmes for the Kenilworth Rugby 
Club for many years.  He will be 
missed by many, especially his pals at 
The Anchor and, of course, his family 
who he loved and adored. 

Â=uþą!èuMð 
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=ǈɰɰʭ >Ȗǈɰȴǳɸ ¨ȜȽǤǳɰȴǳʭ 
ᶡᶩᶣᶩ-ᶢᶠᶢᶤ 

Barry was born in Birmingham and 
served with the Warwickshire 
Constabulary in Kenilworth and 
Nuneaton before a transfer to 
Headquarters brought him and Jenny 
to Leek Wootton in 1970.  They both 
became integral members of the 

community, and their children, Maria 
and Ian, grew up in the parish.  There 
are now 5 grandchildren and 3 great-
grandchildren. 

Barry died on 23 November just six 
days after his 85th birthday, and less 
than two months after marking his and 
Jennyôs 60th Wedding Anniversary on 
3 October.  They both loved jazz 
music, and three classic pieces were 
played at Barryôs funeral on 11 
December.   

Jenny, Ian and Maria now wish to 
thank everyone who has supported 
them with so much kindness at this 
time, and for all the messages and 
cards they have received. 

 

MǬȿǈ ĞȜȴɸɊȿ 
ᶡᶩᶢᶩ-ᶢᶠᶢᶤ 

Raised in Thurlaston, Rugby, Edna 
was the eldest of five children.  When 
she left school, she began an 
apprenticeship with a hairdresser in 
town.  In 1951 she married her 
childhood sweetheart, Fred Wilson, 
who grew up in the same village.  

Fred was a farm labourer who secured 
a job in Wolston.  A prefab dwelling 
was attached to the job, and they 
settled there for a while, but within a 
few years Fred was óhead huntedô by 
the Edgars, and he accepted the 
position of Farm Manager at Elms 
Farm in Leek Wootton.  He and Edna 
moved into their cottage in the village, 

and lived there for the rest of their 
lives.  When Fred died in 2019, Edna 
was determined to remain in her home 
and this she managed. 

An excellent homemaker, super cook 
and baker, Edna won many awards for 
her sponge cakes, scones and pies at 
local shows.  An active member of the 
Dahlia Society and local groups, Edna 
had many friends over the years. 

Although they were unable to have 
children of their own, both Edna and 
Fred loved all children and played an 
active role in the lives of their nieces, 
nephews and friendsô children. 

As was Ednaôs wish, there will be a 
private cremation, her ashes will be 
mixed with Fredôs, and they will be 
scattered together. 
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=ɊǤ >ɊɊȰǳ 
As we were in the late stages of preparing to put this magazine together, we 
were sorry to hear that Bob Cooke died on the morning of 24 January.  Our 
condolences to his family and friends. 
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·MĞð 
f  LWandGC   c  LWandGC_Community 

ðʆɊɰȽ EǈɰɰǈȎȖ 
ðǈʆʎɰǬǈʭḼ ᶧ EǳǥǳȽǤǳɰ 

Storm Darragh wreaked havoc through the midlands and 
this parish, with both Woodcote Lane and Warwick Road 
being closed for some time.  The aftermath of the Warwick 
Road incident, where the top of a tree broke off and fell, 
smashing through a car windscreen, narrowly missing a 15
-year-old girl, is still visible. 

The driver, Sue Margetts writes: 

ñI would like to thank the kind people that supported me & 
my daughter this evening. A large tree fell as we were 
driving through Leek Wootton and went through the 
windscreen just missing my daughter!!  To say we were 
extremely lucky is an understatement.  There really are 
kind people around 

and we are very thankful.ò 

A number of trees fell in The Lunch 
woodland and one also fell from the 
Police-owned pocket of woodland at the 
rear of Quarry Close, Woodcote Lane 
and Waller Close, strategically falling 
into several gardens, fences and 
outbuildings - this has now been 
removed. 

Please be cautious when walking 
in the woods where there are 
unstable trees, especially when 
the weather is bad.  We are 
currently in óStorm 
Seasonô (Storm £owyn has just 
passed through).   

See also Community Resilience 
article on page 47 u
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