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MEuþÂèu!« 
Welcome to the April issue of The Link. 

We have arrived at the fourth month of 
the year and the end of the tax year... 
already! 

But along with the never-ending shock 
at the rapidity of time passing, the 
beauty of Spring is all around us, flowers 
are blooming and the weather is 
gradually improving (), just in time for 
all the Easter egg hunts! 

After our many years editing The Link, 
we see the community seemingly 
coming out of its winter hibernation and 
planning events - April is still a little 
quiet, but May is looking to be an 

exciting month, kicked-off with Teddy 
Bear Parachuting... but more about that 
next month. 

Without wishing to sound like a stuck 
record, we continue to receive donations 
to our annual appeal and have already 
raised 72% of last yearôs final figure, 
which is great in straightened times like 
these.   

THANK YOU again everyone who has 
contributed - as well as keeping the 
magazine going, your messages and 
support let us know that weôre getting it 
right.  The appeal will remain open until 
the end of December.    

oǳȴǳȿ ỡ «ǳɸȴǳʭ MȴǬɰȜǬȎǳ 
þȖǳ MǬȜʆɊɰȜǈȴ þǳǈȽ 

Cover Image: "Every flower must grow through dirt." - Laurie Jean Sennott 

þoM «u·¨  
Leek Wootton Link is published ten times a year, monthly (doubles: July/August, 
December/January) free of charge, although all readers are invited to make an 
annual donation towards the magazine.  

ðʎǤȽȜʆʆȜȿȎ !ɰʆȜǥȴǳɸ Ɋɰ «ǳʆʆǳɰɸ ȍɊɰ åʎǤȴȜǥǈʆȜɊȿ ḻ  
Articles and photographs should be submitted by email to: 
link@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk, or they can be hand delivered to 30 Hill Wootton 
Road (Please note: the Editorial Team reserves the right to shorten or edit any 
material that is submitted for publication).  

The deadline for editorial submissions for the May issue is: 
TUESDAY, 22 APRIL (NOTE change of day for Easter weekend) 

!ǬʦǳɰʆȜɸǳȽǳȿʆɸ ḻ   
The magazine accepts advertising on a monthly or annual basis. For more 
information about advertising rates, please contact 
link.ads@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk  

Advert submissions are due: 
1 WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE MAIN SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

ÂʆȖǳɰ ʧǈʭɸ ʆɊ ɰǳǈǬ þȖǳ «ȜȿȰ  ḻ  
If you would like to be added to either the email or postal distribution lists, please 
contact link@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

The Link is now published on issuu and some back issues are available to view at: 

https://issuu.com/leekwoottonlink 
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 fèÂµ þoM å!èuðo 
þȖȜɸ ȽɊȿʆȖ «ǈʭ èǳǈǬǳɰḼ !ʎǬɰǳʭ èɊʧǤǳɰɰʭ ʧɰȜʆǳɸ ṁṁṁ 

¦ǳɸʎɸ Ȝɸ ʆȖǳ èǳǈɸɊȿ ȍɊɰ ʆȖǳ ðǳǈɸɊȿ  
Easter seems to be upon us earlier every year, if the 
availability of Easter eggs in the supermarkets is anything to 
go by; a local store had them in stock during December even 
before their half-priced chocolate Advent calendars had been 
sold!  Itôs not only the shops that are confusing the seasons.  
The weather is so unpredictable at the moment, ranging from 
very cold lows to un-seasonally warm highs for the time of 
year.  However, there is one place where the seasons never 
get confused and that is in the church calendar.  Easter is the 
bedrock of Christian faith and is the most important period in 
the church year; it is the season that gives meaning to all 
seasons.  On Easter Sunday we will celebrate and rejoice the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

One of the many celebrations at church will include the 
traditional Easter egg hunt where the children can search for 
chocolate eggs ólaidô in the most unusual places. 

I believe that children are the life and hope of 
any community and it is always a highlight in 
my year to see our village school children 
perform their Easter play in church.  Letôs hope 
those children who go on the hunt are successful 
in finding their Easter eggs.   

We can be assured of one thing though: 

Jesus is the Reason for the Season 
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ʧʧʧṁȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǥȖʎɰǥȖṁǥɊṁʎȰ 

!«« ð!u·þðṭ >oąè>o 

!ȴȴ ðǈȜȿʆɸṭ >ȖʎɰǥȖ 

ĞoÂṭð ĞoÂṂ 
ʧʧʧṁȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǥȖʎɰǥȖṁǥɊṁʎȰ 

µ!u· >oąè>o >Â·þ!>þ  
For Church matters and/or inquiries e : admin@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

èM!EMèð  
Audrey Rowberry t : 851498 
 e : reader1@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

Christine Haines e : reader2@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk  

èM!EMè ǈȿǬ >oąè>oĞ!èEM·  
Nigel Stallard  t : 850548 
 e : churchwarden1@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

>oąè>oĞ!èEM·  
Jonathan Kingston t : 851181 
 e : churchwarden2@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

å>> ðM>èMþ!èĤ   
Chris de Wolf  e : secretary@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

å>> þèM!ðąèMè  
Lesley Eldridge e : treasurer@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

å!èuðo ð!fMgą!èEu·g Âffu>Mè  
Lesley Allen  t : 07963 815773  
 e : pso@leekwoottonchurch.co.uk 

åɰǈʭǳɰ ȍɊɰ Ɋʎɰ ĝǈǥǈȿǥʭ 
May Godôs blessing surround us each day, 

As we trust Him to guide us and pray. 

As our vacancy plays out, 

Guard and keep us from doubt. 

Give us hope, 

Give us peace, 

Give us love. 

!Ƚǳȿṁ 
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>oąè>o ðMèĝu>Mð ṇ MĝM·þð fÂè !åèu«  
ðʎȿǬǈʭḼ ᶦ !ɭɰȜȴ  
08:45 Holy Communion (BCP) 

10:00 All Age Worship 

ðʎȿǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶣ !ɭɰȜȴ åǈȴȽ ðʎȿǬǈʭ 
10:00 Holy Communion 

ĞǳǬȿǳɸǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶦ !ɭɰȜȴ  
10:30 Midweek Holy Communion 

þȖʎɰɸǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶧ !ɭɰȜȴ µǈʎȿǬʭ þȖʎɰɸǬǈʭ 
19:30 Agap® and Stripping of the Altar 

fɰȜǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶨ !ɭɰȜȴ gɊɊǬ fɰȜǬǈʭ 
14:00 Hour at the Cross 

ðǈʆʎɰǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶩ !ɭɰȜȴ  
19:30 Easter Eve Service of Light 

ðʎȿǬǈʭḼ ᶢᶠ !ɭɰȜȴ Mǈɸʆǳɰ ðʎȿǬǈʭ 
10:00 Holy Communion 

ĞǳǬȿǳɸǬǈʭḼ ᶢᶣ !ɭɰȜȴ  
19:30  Parochial Church Council [PCC] Meeting 

ðʎȿǬǈʭḼ ᶢᶧ !ɭɰȜȴ  
10:00 All Age Worship 

 

fɰɊȽ ʆȖǳ 

åǈɰȜɸȖ èǳȎȜɸʆǳɰɸ 
Tuesday, 18 March 

Thanksgiving Service for the Life  

of 

Joan Edna Stevens 

following her funeral at Canley Crematorium  

earlier the same day 
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ʧʧʧṁȽɊʆȖǳɰɸʎȿȜɊȿǥɊʦǳȿʆɰʭṁǥɊȽ 

«MM¨ ĞÂÂþþÂ· µą 
>Ɋȿʆǈǥʆ ḻ ¦ǈȿǳʆ ¦ǈǥȰɸɊȿ ǳ ḻ ȽʎỠȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǥȖʎɰǥȖṁǥɊṁʎȰ 
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·ǳʧ åǈʆɰɊȿ ǈȿǬ ȿǳʧ ĞɊɰȴǬʧȜǬǳ åɰǳɸȜǬǳȿʆ  
µɊʆȖǳɰɸṭ ąȿȜɊȿ Ȗǈɸ ǈ ȿǳʧ ɰɊʭǈȴ ɭǈʆɰɊȿ Ṝ  
oèo þȖǳ EʎǥȖǳɸɸ Ɋȍ MǬȜȿǤʎɰȎȖ 
The Society has had the privilege of enjoying royal 
patronage since its foundation in 1876, and Her Royal 
Highness will continue this tradition.  As patron, The 
Duchess has committed to helping strengthen families and 
communities to deal with issues that impact them. 

On the announcement, our Worldwide President Elect, 
Kathleen Snow, said: "We are honoured that Her Royal 

Highness has chosen to join us as patron." 

"The Duchess will bring strength and inspiration for the work we all do.  We are 
especially grateful for Her Royal Highnessôs experience and commitment to 
championing the most marginalised, particularly those who are impacted by 
violence and abuse in conflict.  As a woman-led movement, we also greatly 
welcome The Duchessôs commitment to promoting the development of women into 
leadership.  We are thankful and blessed to be able to call Her Royal Highness our 
Royal Patron, especially as we approach our 150th Anniversary next year." 

µą ǳȴǳǥʆɸ ̙ɰɸʆ >ǈȿǈǬȜǈȿ ĞɊɰȴǬʧȜǬǳ åɰǳɸȜǬǳȿʆ 
In its triennial elections, the Mothersô Union elected its first 
Worldwide President from Canada.  Kathleen Snow follows 
Sheran Harper from Guyana, who was the first Worldwide 
President to come from outside of the UK. 

On her election, 
Kathleen said: 
ñAs I prepared 

for my new role, the words óstronger 
togetherô came to mind.  I am inspired 
when I think of our global 
programmes which are making a 
difference in so many lives, such as 
the Literacy Programme, the Savings 
and Credit Programme or the 
Parenting Programme.  I am inspired 
when I hear of membersô projects, 
service and faith and how we are 
making an impact in our communities, 
as we work together.ò 

ñMy vision going forward is that we 
build on our strengths and are 
courageous in reaching out to others 
inviting them to óJoin us and Join inô, 
our theme for 2025-2027.ò 

þʎǳɸǬǈʭḼ ᶢᶢ !ɭɰȜȴ 

åɰǈʭǳɰ ȍɊɰ MǈɰʆȖ Eǈʭ 
Father, on Earth Day, may we be 
unafraid to protect the earth and the life 
that inhabits it.  

Father, show us how we can better love 
and serve the world you created. 

 
!Ƚǳȿ  

fɰɊȽ ʆȖǳ µą åɰǈʭǳɰ EȜǈɰʭ ᶢᶠᶢᶥ 
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ʧʧʧṁǥɊʦǳȿʆɰʭǥǈʆȖǳǬɰǈȴṁɊɰȎṁʎȰ 

>ÂĝM·þèĤ >!þoMEè!« µ!þþMèð 
µǈɰʭ èɊǤȜȿɸ ʆ ḻ ᶥᶡᶢᶦᶤᶣ 

µą >ɊȿʆȜȿʎǳǬṁṁṁ 
þȖʎɰɸǬǈʭḼ ᶣ !ɭɰȜȴḼ ᶢḻᶡᶥɭȽḼ oɊȴʭ þɰȜȿȜʆʭ >ȖʎɰǥȖḼ >Ɋʦǳȿʆɰʭ 

ĝȜɸȜʆ Ɋȍ ¨ǈʆȖȴǳǳȿ ðȿɊʧ ʆɊ >Ɋʦǳȿʆɰʭ EȜɊǥǳɸǳ 
An opportunity to meet and welcome MU Worldwide President, Kathleen Snow, 
Worldwide Trustee, Comfort Fearon and Canterbury Provincial President, Julia 
Jamieson, along with Mothersô Union members from the West Midlandôs Cluster 
and friends. 

ąȰɰǈȜȿǳ !ȿȿȜʦǳɰɸǈɰʭ 
On Monday, 24 February there was 
a procession in Coventry to the 
Cathedral ruins for a vigil to mark the 
third anniversary of the invasion of 
Ukraine by Russian troops.  The 
Association of Ukrainians in Great 
Britain (AUGB) organised the event, 
and the music was provided by the 
choir of the Ukrainian Youth 
Association. 

>ɰɊɸɸ Ɋȍ ·ǈȜȴɸ !ɰɊʎȿǬ ʆȖǳ ĞɊɰȴǬ 
At the Sunday morning service on 9 February, the Dean 
blessed crosses of nails in preparation for the admission 
of two churches in New Zealand to the Community of the 
Cross of Nails (CCN).  They are Knox Church and Otago 
Peninsula Anglican Church, both in Dunedin. 

On 13 February the Dean was in Germany to attend the 
commemorative events that mark the bombing of 
Dresden.  Coventry and Dresden share a history of 
destruction by bombing ï Coventry in 1940 and 
Dresden in 1945.  The links between the cities are 
strong with four churches in Dresden now holding 
Coventry Crosses of Nails and, at a civic level, Coventry 

and Dresden are twinned. 

On the anniversary night the bells ring out over Dresden and people hold up 
lights to make a circle of light around the city.  The Frauenkirche in the heart of 
the city collapsed as a result of the heat of the firestorm created by the 
bombing but has been rebuilt with contributions from many European nations 
and is the focus of the commemorations.  Dean Witcombe preached at The 
Frauenkirche and presented a meditation. 
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>ǈʆȖǳǬɰǈȴ µǈʆʆǳɰɸ >ɊȿʆȜȿʎǳǬṁṁṁ 

¦ ð =!>oṭð ðþ µ!þþoMĞ å!ððuÂ·  
fɰȜǬǈʭḼ ᶤ !ɭɰȜȴḼ ᶦḻᶣᶠɭȽ Ṝ ɭḻᶤᶥɭȽḼ þȖǳ ·ǳʧ >ǈʆȖǳǬɰǈȴ 

J S Bachôs musical setting of the Easter story performed by 100 young 
choristers, from Trinity Boys Choir and Kieler Knabenchor, aged 10-18, offering 
a rare opportunity to experience the work as Bach originally intended, written 
as it was for the young voices of his choir in Leipzig. 

Tickets ï adults Ã25, concessions Ã10, via the Coventry Cathedral website. 

ĞÂÂEḻ ðþ µ!è¨ å!ððuÂ·  
fɰȜǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶨ !ɭɰȜȴḼ ᶦḻᶠᶠɭȽḼ þȖǳ ·ǳʧ >ǈʆȖǳǬɰǈȴ 

The Coventry Cathedral Chorus presents Charles Woodôs St Mark Passion, a 
ñlittle known musical gemò, which includes the Passion narrative.  Directed by 
Luke Fitzgerald with tenor Evangelist Joseph Benagee.  The performance will 
conclude with Finziôs beautiful óWelcome Sweet and Sacred Feastô. 

Concert will last approximately 1 hour, tickets from 
tickets@coventrycathedralchorus.com or ring Jill Pacey 01676 532436. 

«Mþṭð å«!ĤḾ M!ðþMè oÂ«uE!Ĥð  
þȖʎɰɸǬǈʭḼ ᶢᶤ !ɭɰȜȴḼ ᶡᶠḻᶣᶠǈȽ Ṝ ɟ ᶢ ȿɊɊȿṁ 

Play together this Easter holiday in the New Cathedral.  Lots of indoor games 
and crafts suitable for families of all ages and sizes.  Stay for the morning or 
just drop in.  

FREE for all.  

If you have any questions go to: events@coventrycathedral.org.uk. 
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ʧʧʧṁȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǈȿǬȎʎʭɸǥȴȜȍȍǳɭǈɰȜɸȖṁȎɊʦṁʎȰ 

«MM¨ ĞÂÂþþÂ· ỡ  
gąĤṭð >«uffM å!èuðo >Âą·>u« 
>ȴǳɰȰ ʆɊ ʆȖǳ åǈɰȜɸȖ >ɊʎȿǥȜȴ ḻ oǳȴǳȿ MȴǬɰȜǬȎǳ  ʆ ḻ ᶠᶧᶦᶤᶦ ᶠᶡᶧᶥᶧᶣ  
 ǳ ḻ ǥȴǳɰȰỠȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǈȿǬȎʎʭɸǥȴȜȍȍǳɭǈɰȜɸȖṁȎɊʦṁʎȰ 

The Parish Council met on Wednesday, 5 March 2025, at Leek Wootton Village 
Hall. Discussion included the following: 

«Â·g-ðMèĝu>Mḻ å!ą« M«EèuEgM  
Before the meeting began the Chair, Richard Coates, made a presentation to Cllr 
Paul Eldridge in recognition of 40 years on the PC.  (See article on page 15) 

·MĞ >Âą·>u««Âèḻ M«uð! o!èèÂ«E  
The Parish Council has had two vacancies since the elections in 2023 and was 
pleased when a local resident applied to join the Council. 

Elisa Harrold is a resident at The Pavilions (just outside the civil parish boundary, 
but election rules state that Councillors may live up to 3 miles outside of the 
parish).  In her application Elisa said, ñI want to become a Parish Councillor 
because I believe in proactive, community-led change.  My background in 
problem-solving, design, and strategic thinking, combined with my commitment to 
environmental sustainability and education, makes me well-placed to contribute 
meaningfully to the Parish.ò 

Elisa was co-opted by the Parish Council at the March meeting and is already 
settling into the PCôs work. 

>Âą·>u««Âè èMðug·!þuÂ·ḻ E!ĝuE M«ðĤ  
Cllr David Elsyôs resignation was accepted by the Chair on the morning of the 
March meeting.  See Notice of Vacancy on page 12. 

David was co-opted to the Council in October 2020 and has held roles with the 
Environment and Highways groups and Finance Committee, but his main interest 
has been representing Hill Wootton.  The Chair says, ñThanks so much for all you 
have done for the PC, particularly your sage counsel on finance and planning.  I 
have enjoyed your company and we will miss your sense of humour.  Hill Wootton 
is losing a stout activist and defender.ò 

There remain two vacancies on the Parish Council.  

ðÂąþo Ğ!èĞu>¨ðouèM «Â>!« å«!·  
The Community Meeting on 26 February was reviewed and the Chair thanked Cllr 
Kirkwood for his excellent explanation of the Local Plan process and handling of 
questions. 

Responses to the Preferred Options Consultation were due on 7 March and the 
Council confirmed its responses: Objection to SG04, SG07 and all HELAA sites 
within the Parish based on green belt land being required to prevent the 
urbanisation/conurbation of Warwick to Kenilworth.  It was also agreed to object to 
SG06 in Old Milverton & Blackdown on the same grounds but citing urbanisation 
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of Kenilworth to Leamington routes. 

The Parish Councilôs responses can be read in full in the DRAFT Minutes of the 
meeting at https://leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk/  

EMĝM«ÂåµM·þ !þ ĞÂÂE>ÂþM ṓåÂ«u>M oçṔ  
Cllrs Coates and Kirkwood attended a Leek Wootton Focus Group meeting on 2 
March to discuss the planning application by Police HQ (W/25/0038).  The PC has 
submitted an objection based on light pollution, the impact of traffic on Woodcote 
Lane (between North Lodge and East Lodge) due to the new one-way system on 
site, and questioned the baseline data used for estimating traffic movements. 

The PC has also taken up with the Planning Department at WDC the issue of 
consultation letters not being sent to neighbours and is awaiting a response. 

>Âµµą·uþĤ MĝM·þð  
The Annual Parish Assembly takes place on 26 March (after this magazine goes 
to press). 

The PC has been in discussion with the Churchwardens about celebrating the 80th 
Anniversary of VE Day and will be contributing towards that event.  The PC has 
therefore decided not to stage a Parish Summer F°te in 2025.  However, the PC 
is in discussion with the school about possibly opening the school summer f°te 
event to the general public and we hope to be able to report further on that in the 
next couple of months. 

Community Live! 2025 will take place at Leek Wootton Village Hall on Saturday, 6 
September. 

>Âµµą·uþĤ µ!u·þM·!·>M  
The PC: 

¶ continues to ask WCC Highways to cut back overgrown ivy on Warwick Road 
near the old school and find a solution to keeping it cut back in future, but 
unfortunately the wall is an óorphanedô piece of land and identifying and 
approaching the owner has proven difficult. 

¶ continues to work with County Cllr Redford to secure a grit bin for Woodloes 
Lane and agreement that it will be refilled as required. 

¶ has been informed that, following the PCôs pavement survey submission, WCC 
Highways has inspected Quarry Close and some pavement resurfacing is to be 
carried out, including the addition of drop curbs near its junction with Woodcote 
Lane. 

¶ is shortly to enter into its second year with the current grounds maintenance 
contractor, Thomas Fox Landscaping.  It has been pleased with the work 
undertaken in 2024, which now includes trimming hedges and leaf clearing in 
Autumn as well as general grass cutting in the childrenôs playground, Village 
Hall and recreation ground. 

¶ undertook a working party in the childrenôs playground on 20 March to remove 
overhanging branches from the trees.  Further working parties will be required 
to tidy/replenish the car park markings. 
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«ǳǳȰ ĞɊɊʆʆɊȿ ỡ gʎʭṭɸ >ȴȜȍȍǳ åǈɰȜɸȖ >ɊʎȿǥȜȴ 

ĞoÂṭð ĞoÂṂ 
ʧʧʧṁȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǈȿǬȎʎʭɸǥȴȜȍȍǳɭǈɰȜɸȖṁȎɊʦṁʎȰ 

Richard Coates (Chairman) 
t : 856223 
e : CllrCoates@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Playground (LEAD) 
Recreation Ground 
Finance & Risk Cttee 
Planning Cttee  

Paul Eldridge (Vice-Chairman) 
t : 854347 
e : CllrEldridge@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Planning (LEAD) 
Guyôs Cliffe 

Emergency Planning 
Finance & Risk Cttee  
Planning Cttee  

Elisa Harrold 
e : CllrHarrold@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

 

Jonathan Kingston 
t : 851181 
e : CllrKingston@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Community Development 
Environment  

All Saintsô Church 

Jim Kirkwood 
t : 852444 
e : CllrKirkwood@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Highways (LEAD) 
Village Hall 

Community Forum 
Finance & Risk Cttee 
Planning Cttee  

Joy Morgan 
m : 07971 446354  
e : CllrMorgan@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

Community Development 
Emergency Planning 
All Saintsô Academy  

VACANCY  

VACANCY  

Helen Eldridge (Clerk to the Parish Council) 
1 Anchor Cottages, Warwick Road m : 07464 017573 
e : clerk@leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk 

 

¶ plans to reinstall its old noticeboard inside the bus stop to provide an open 
access information point. 

¶ thanked the Churchyard working party, which resourcefully used the chippings 
from the pollarding of some of the lime trees to fill potholes on the footpath 
W179a between the Tink-a-Tank and the golf course. 

·Mģþ µMMþu·g  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7:30pm on Wednesday, 2 April 
2025, at Leek Wootton Village Hall. 

Minutes of all Parish Council meetings, when signed, are published on the website 
at www.leekwoottonandguyscliffeparish.gov.uk.  Any local issues can always be 
raised at meetings under Public Question Time or by contacting any of the Parish 
Councillors or the Clerk, details of whom are listed on all noticeboards, the Parish 
Council website, in the Parish Directory and the Bulletin. 
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ĤÂąè «MþþMèð 
uȍ ʭɊʎ ʧɊʎȴǬ ȴȜȰǳ ʆɊ ʧɰȜʆǳ ʆɊ ʎɸḼ ɭȴǳǈɸǳ ǳȽǈȜȴ ʆȖǳ MǬȜʆɊɰȜǈȴ 

þǳǈȽ ǈʆ ḻ ȴȜȿȰỠȴǳǳȰʧɊɊʆʆɊȿǥȖʎɰǥȖṁǥɊṁʎȰ 
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ṬþȖǈȿȰ ĤɊʎṭ ȍɰɊȽ ¦ȜȽ ǈȿǬ ·ȜǥɊȴǈ 
Iôm writing this on ódeadline dayô (nothing has changed there with retirement!), 

in the peace and 
quiet after a very 
noisy day.  The 
building work has 
begun on our 
house extension 
and the first job 
was the 
demolition of the 
garage and back 
toilet.  The house 
has been shaking 

ï making thinking straight a rather difficult task. 

Itôs nearly eight weeks since our final Sunday service at Leek Wootton, and it 
has been an action-packed time with packing up, clearing out, squeezing in, 
giving away and throwing away ï and now we have five months of building 
work, living without heating and hot water and with limited cooking facilities.  
We apologise that óhospitalityô is still a little way in the distance, but we hope to 
be properly settled by mid-September and will then be able to welcome visitors 
as we would like. 

We were both so grateful for the love and 
generosity shown to us as we came to the end 
of our sixteen years serving the people of the 
parish.  The gifts and the money were 

wonderful to receive.  The 
picture is on the wall just 
inside the front door [and I 
even met the artist on one of 
my many visits to the óRe-
Useô shop at the Cherry 
Orchard Tip!]  The apple tree is in a temporary 
home, waiting, like us, for the building work to be completed 
so that it can be safely put in the intended spot.  The wine is 
carefully stored in the attic waiting for a time of celebration 
when all is sorted.  The money is earmarked for the purchase 
of two sheds ï one already in existence ï and the other 
waiting for its home to be prepared.  They are already 
named: the smaller shed in the front garden at the top of the 
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hill is the óHill Wootton Shedô, and the larger shed 
to be on the lower ground at the back will be the 
óLeek Wootton Shedô.   

 
The edible gifts from the school are being 
gradually enjoyed, but made to last, the 
teddy sits on my desk and has already had 
various adventures during the move.  In 
addition, the many cards are hanging in the 
lounge, the Pingu T-shirt is awaiting a 
suitable moment (and temperature) to be 
displayed to the world and the tokens and other gifts received are awaiting the 
opportunity for being put to good use when things settle down a bit.  Thank you 
for them all. 

Our love and prayers are with you - especially at this time with Graham 
Stevens and Cathy Cooke.  We grieve the loss of our two dear friends Joan 
and Bob and it was good to be able to be with you to honour them at the 
services over the past weeks. 

Our next planned visit to the church will be for 
the Teddy Bear Parachuting on Sunday, 4 
May, when my new teddy, ôLeekyô, will be 
making his first parachute jump under the 
watchful care of the now highly-experienced 
jumper, óErnestô, but shortly before that we 
look forward to seeing many of you on 
Thursday, 1 May at the Village Hall when you 
come to vote in the County Council elections.  
After many years as Presiding Officer, Bob 
Lane has also retired, and I have been promoted ï with Nicola 
remaining as Poll Clerk to keep me in order.  Please donôt forget to bring your 
ID!!!!!!!! 

Iôm hoping for a high turnout at the polls ï and the parachuting.  Weôll see you 
then. 

Jim & Nicola 

Speaking of gifts, we have one for the first reader who 
would like to accept it! 

One of the ócasualtiesô of our downsizing is our 100 bottle 
wine rack (EMPTY!).  It measures 1 metre square and 
25cm deep 

Would anyone like it? You can collect, or weôll deliver in 
the local area. 

Please email jim@perryman.org.uk or phone/text/
WhatsApp 0744 948 0539 
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«MM¨ ĞÂÂþþÂ· ỡ gąĤṭð >«uffM 

·MĞð 
f  «ĞǈȿǬg>   c  «ĞǈȿǬg>Ṉ>ɊȽȽʎȿȜʆʭ 

èǳǥɊȎȿȜʆȜɊȿ Ɋȍ ȴɊȿȎ ɸǳɰʦȜǥǳ ȍɊɰ  
>ȴȴɰ åǈʎȴ MȴǬɰȜǬȎǳ 
Before the Parish Council meeting on 5 March, the Chair, 
Richard Coates, made a presentation to Cllr Paul Eldridge.  He 
said, ñI want to start with something that Chairmen certainly 
donôt have to do very often, and that is to congratulate someone 
who has given this Parish Council remarkable service over the 
yearsé it is pretty remarkable and original that we have got 
Paul sitting here on my right who has, man and boy, been a 

part of Leek Wootton & Guyôs Cliffe Parish Council for 40 years.ò 

Cllr Eldridge was originally co-opted to Leek Wootton Parish Council (shortly 
before it was merged with Guyôs Cliffe Parish Council) on 16 January 1985 and 
is currently the second longest serving Parish Councillor after local farmer 
Ernest Pate Cattell, who served for 43 years and 3 months (1899-1943).  
During the last 40 years Paul has served as Chairman for 11 years, on and off, 
and also a Vice Chairman for 11 years, a role he occupies today.  He has now 
served alongside 37 Councillors, including Cllr Harrold who was co-opted on 
the same evening, and 5 Clerks, who include his own wife and daughter. 

As something of the óelder statesmanô, Paulôs historical knowledge of the 
Parish and past decisions has proven very useful to other Councillors.  Issues 
of note that he has worked on include: the development of The Warwickshire 
Golf & Country Club, when he and his wife, Lesley, walked the proposed ónewô 
public footpaths once the excavators had been through; the threatened closure 
of Leek Wootton School; the old Village Hall building being condemned; 
proposals by the Police to build a glass and steel HQ 
building; applications to convert buildings at The 
Warwickshire into business premises; for a period he 
served as the PC nominated School Governor, and; was 
involved in efforts to prevent Coventry Airport from being 
developed into a second óInternational Airportô only 12 
miles from Birmingham International ï flightpaths cross 
over this parish. 

The Chair closed by presenting Cllr Eldridge with a bottle 
of champagne saying, ñPaul, youôre a bloke who doesnôt 
like fuss, but Iôm afraid you are going to have to accept 
this little gift from us tonight, just to say thank you and 
may you serve many more.ò  

Cllr Eldridge responded, ñThank you.  Iôve only been here 
this long because of laziness; Iôve never bothered to 
resign!ò  



!EĝMèþuðu·g 
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ąɸǳȍʎȴ ȿǳʧ ǤǈȿȰȜȿȎ ȖʎǤ Ɋɭǳȿɸ Ȝȿ ¨ǳȿȜȴʧɊɰʆȖ 
LINK, the UKôs cash access and ATM network, 
has opened the hub at Kenilworth Library on 
Friday, 14 March. 

Banking hubs are a shared banking space, 
similar to a traditional branch, but available to 
everyone, irrespective of their banking provider. 

The hub consists of a counter service operated 
by Post Office employees, where customers of 
any bank can withdraw and deposit cash, make 
bill payments and carry out regular banking 
transactions. 

In addition, there are private spaces where 
customers can speak to community bankers from their own bank for more 
complicated matters that require specialist knowledge or privacy. 

Banks will be working on a rotating basis, so there will be staff from different 
banks available on different days.  These will include: Bank of Ireland UK, 
Barclays, Danske Bank, HSBC, Lloyds Bank, NatWest, Santander, TSB and 
Virgin Money. 

For more information about the new hub including opening times visit  

https://www.cashaccess.co.uk/hubs/kenilworth-warwickshire/ 

ðȜɰ ¦ǳɰǳȽʭ ĞɰȜȎȖʆ µå ʧȜʆȖ ɸʆǈȍȍ ǈʆ ʆȖǳ 
ȿǳʧ ʆǳȽɭɊɰǈɰʭ =ǈȿȰȜȿȎ oʎǤ ǈʆ 

¨ǳȿȜȴʧɊɰʆȖ «ȜǤɰǈɰʭṁ  

ADVERTISING 
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      C G N       

    T M N O W O I     

 N A T      R K Y R S L 

 O N G F    A P I F P E C 

 S U T P    I R A B B I T 

 W P R V L  F J E P K I D S 

 G G E E I  D U C K S F D S 

B N D A G E N L K K Y A E Y J 

N E J X I E P A O T C M L P D 

M Z O O I X A V R W L I W F Y 

T O L R B A S K E T E S H E R 

F D F W F A M I L Y O R T C K 

N U F J D E S I G N D A S H V 

 T R A D I T I O N R S U B  

 V H S P I L U T O S N U F  

  S P R I N G C A T N O   

   M E M L E R G N F    

     V D G W Y      

Mǈɸʆǳɰ fʎȿ 
ĞÂèE ðM!è>o åąĮĮ«M 
The words appear UP, 
DOWN, BACKWARDS 
and DIAGONALLY.   

Find and circle each word 

BASKET  
BUNNY  
CHICK  
COLOUR  
DASH  

DECORATE  
DESIGN  
DOZEN  
DUCKS  
DYE  
EGGS  
FAMILY  
FLOWERS  
FRIENDS  
FUN  
GRASS  
HUNT  
KIDS  
PEEPS  
RABBIT  
SPRING  
TRADITION  
TULIPS 

èuEE«M µM þouð 
1. What does the Easter bunny do after 

taking a shower? 

2. How do you find all the loot at Easter? 

3. Why shouldnôt you tickle an Easter egg? 

4. What kind of music does the Easter 
bunny like? 

5. Why are rabbits good at maths? 

6. What do you get when you cross a rabbit 
and shellfish? 

7. Why donôt Easter eggs go out at night? 

8. How do you send Easter greetings? 

ṓǈȿɸʧǳɰɸ Ɋȿ ɭǈȎǳ ᶤᶧṔ 
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þoM «u·¨ çąuĮ =ʭ ·ɊɰȽǈȿ èɊȎǳɰɸ  
ṓǈȿɸʧǳɰɸ Ɋȿ ɭǈȎǳ ᶤᶧṔ 

!ȴȴ þȖȜȿȎɸ MʎɰɊɭǳǈȿ 
For this Quiz, Europe does NOT include Russia, Georgia or Turkey 

1. Most of the nations in Europe are republics, but there are 7 monarchies.  
Can you name them? 

2. There are also 3 principalities, 1 Grand Duchy and 1 theocracy.  Can you 
name them? 

3. What is the largest country by area at 233,062 sq. miles?  What is the 
smallest at 0.19 sq. miles? 

4. Which is the richest country based on GDP per capita ($ 154,914)?  In 
fact, it is ranked as the richest country in the world.  Which is the poorest 
($ 19,909).  Figures according to the IMF. 

5. Three countries officially changed their names in 2018, 2019 and 2020.  
Who were they and what are they now officially known as? 

6. Which country has the highest population (84.5 million)?  Which capital 
city has the highest population (8.8 million)? 

7. What is the longest river at 1,770 miles?  What is the highest mountain at 
15,766 feet?  What is the largest freshwater lake by area at 2,180 square 
miles? 

8. Which is the only capital city that is not on its own countryôs mainland?  

9. Which is the oldest sovereign, independent state in Europe (founded in 
301 AD).  For example, not like Greece, which only became independent 
from the Ottoman Empire in 1830, and before that had been a collection 
of city states (i.e. Sparta and Corinth). 

10. Who were the 6 founding members of the European Union in 1958? 

11. Of the following countries, which is 
NOT currently a member of the 
European Union: Spain / Estonia / Austria / 
Switzerland / Malta / Portugal? 

12. The following is a list of Roman names 
for what have now become European 
states and countries (with slight 
variations on national borders).  What do 
we know them as now? Hibernia 
(unconquered, not part of the 
Empire) / Cambria / Caledonia / 
Lucitania / Dacia / Gallia (or Gaul) / 
Raetia (or Helvetia) / Moesia / 
Noricum / Melitae. 



«MM¨ ĞÂÂþþÂ· «u·¨ Ứ !åèu« ᶢᶠᶢᶥ 

ᶢ  f

ȖʆʆɭɸḻṇṇȍʎȿǬɰǈȜɸǳṁǥǈȿǥǳɰɰǳɸǳǈɰǥȖʎȰṁɊɰȎṇɭǈȎǳṇȴǳǳȰ-ʧɊɊʆʆɊȿ-ȴɊǥǈȴ-ǥɊȽȽȜʆʆǳǳ 

>!·>Mè èMðM!è>o ą¨  
«MM¨ ĞÂÂþþÂ· 
ðǳǥɰǳʆǈɰʭ ḻ EȜǈȿǳ ĞȜȴɸɊȿ Ƚ ḻ ᶠᶧᶩᶥᶠ ᶧᶣᶦᶢᶧᶢ  

!Eĝ!·>M ·Âþu>Mðḻ  

¦ǳǈȿ ǈȿǬ ¦ȜȽṭɸ =ȜȎ =ɰǳǈȰȍǈɸʆ  
fɰȜǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶦ µǈʭ Ỡ ᶠᶩḻᶠᶠ ʎȿʆȜȴ ᶡᶣḻᶠᶠ - «ǳǳȰ ĞɊɊʆʆɊȿ ĝȜȴȴǈȎǳ oǈȴȴ  
EɊȿǈʆȜɊȿɸ Ɋȿ ʆȖǳ Ǭǈʭ 
A date not to be missed in the CRUK Leek Wootton 
calendar, and in the community, is Jean and Jimôs Big 
Breakfast event.  Chat with friends and neighbours 
over a fabulous breakfast with refreshments, in support of 
this great charity. 

!ȍʆǳɰȿɊɊȿ þǳǈ ʧȜʆȖ µʎɸȜǥ 
fɰȜǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶨ ¦ʎȴʭ Ỡ ᶡᶥḻᶠᶠ ʎȿʆȜȴ ᶡᶧḻᶠᶠ - «ǳǳȰ ĞɊɊʆʆɊȿ ĝȜȴȴǈȎǳ oǈȴȴ  
fʎɰʆȖǳɰ ǬǳʆǈȜȴɸ ʆɊ ȍɊȴȴɊʧ 
Add a little sophistication to a Friday afternoon, join 
friends, family and neighbours for a glass of fizz, 
refreshments, sandwiches, cakes and music.  Raise a 
glass and help support Cancer Research UK. 

«ǳǳȰ ĞɊɊʆʆɊȿ >èą¨ fʎȿǬɰǈȜɸȜȿȎ åǈȎǳ  
ǈȿǬ çè >ɊǬǳ 
To further support all the events we do, CRUK has provided 
us with our own fundraising page and QR code (see right).  
Any funds raised via this route will go straight to CRUK but 
will be attributed to the fundraising efforts of the Leek 
Wootton CRUK committee.  It does mean, that should you be 
unable to attend an event, there is a route to donate, should 
you so wish. 

Please note this Fundraising Page is not for ordering tickets  
for any future events 
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ʧʧʧṁǥȖɰȜɸʆȜǈȿǈȜǬṁɊɰȎṁʎȰ 

>Ȗǳǳɸǳ ỡ ĞȜȿǳ  
ðǈʆʎɰǬǈʭḼ ᶡᶧ µǈʭ 

!Eĝ!·>M ·Âþu>Mḻ  
After last yearôs successful Cheese and Wine evening at the Village Hall we 
are planning another tasting of wines from countries which need our support, 
including a Ukrainian wine. 

The event will be held at the Village Hall on Saturday, 17 May, 7:30pm-
9:30pm. 

Tickets will be Ã20.00pp and may be purchased via TicketTailor using this link: 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/leekwoottonchristianaid/, or ring/text 
Jonathan Cox 07443 866 314, or email: jonathan.cox12@outlook.com. 

ʧʧʧṁȽǈǥȽȜȴȴǈȿṁɊɰȎṁʎȰ 

µ!>µu««!· 
>ȖǈȜɰȽǈȿ ḻ èɊɸ >ɊȽȽǈȿǬǳɰ ʆ ḻ ᶥᶡᶡᶣᶧᶣ  

Kenilworth & Leek Wootton Macmillan 
Fundraising Committee would like to thank 
everyone who supported our fundraising Ladiesô 
Fashion Show and Lunch on Wednesday, 19 
March.   

As always, Jane from Justina in Wellesbourne and her elegant professional 
models put on a dazzling show of this seasonôs new fashions, an excellent 
lunch was provided by The Warwickshire Golf & Country Club, and our guests 
were generous in their purchase of raffle tickets.  We are indebted to a number 
of local businesses and philanthropic individuals who donated excellent prizes 
for our raffle, not least Justina which on the day donated an additional 3 prizes, 
with a total value of Ã250, in memory of our late Treasurer, our beloved Joan 
Stevens.   

We are delighted to report 
that over Ã3,000 has been 
raised by this event ï an 
incredible achievement by 
the Fundraising Committee 
(pictured here). 

Our next event will be our 
annual Big Coffee Morning 
on Friday, 3 October 2025 in 
Leek Wootton Village Hall ï 
please put the date in your 
diary now and look out for 
details about tickets in the 
summer. 

èɊɸ >ɊȽȽǈȿǬǳɰ 
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